Inteview with Nette Morrison Thomson on November 9, 1991, by John 

Byl . 



Nette Thomson calling from Oliver B.C. My number is 604-498- 
2445. Your project is the most fascinating thing I have heard of 
and I will pay the long distance charges. 

This letter about MES really got me going. You know Miss Mary 
Barker.... She just had a cataract operation, I was just talking 
to her the day before yesterday, and she is 86 and she knows 
everybody. She graduated from MES in 25 and then she was one of 
the starting women in the women's army.... she does not blow her 
own horn, she has kept in touch with thousands of people, from 
coast to coast. There is a lady in Victoria who was in the same 

class and she is still there. Anyhow, I just spent the last 24 

hours remembering things of MES. If there is anything I could do 
to help you I would be glad to, but Mary Barker is the source of 
most information, and she is very alert -- just got home from a 
convention in Toronto. She gets around a lot, she knows 
everybody, and I do not know too many other latter students. The 
lady in Victoria is around the same class as Mary. Her name was 
Marjorie Culbert [Royal i. When I lived in London she was my 
babysitter, then I was out of touch with her during the war 

years, when Mary came with Doris Weston -- have you got her — 

she was 34 or 35. Mary Barker was in charge of Physical 
Education at Western University, Doris was second in command and 
I was number three. TDoris Weston Cameron '33 gradi. They are 
up Thunder Bay area. Then there is Norah Gauld ['341 who lives 
in Toronto. She is very alive and alert. She went to Western 
from MES, and then to OCE, and then she taught here and there 
ever since. Last year she won teacher of the year award in 
Toronto. She only turned 80. She lives at 8 Ashton Manor. And 
she knows a lot of people. Like Betty Gilchrist is still around. 
She was ['351. Murial Sinclair is '36. She taught at Alma 
College when she come out of MES. She is a very nice person. 

Elle Soverign died, seven or so years ago. She was Bishop 
Sovereign’s daughter and came from Athabasca down to MES and was 
in the class of '36. We thought she died kind of young. 

MES was taken over by the university in the war time. The year I 
started there was the first year that Miss Somers was in charge 
of the school. Miss Hamilton owned Camp Tanamakoon where we went 
to camp for September. It was the first year Miss Somers came 
when I started. I was looking through my memory book and there 
was a snapshot of her, standing with her cane -- she came from a 
school in Boston. We had a little mimeographed thing but not a 
formal yearbook. It was little maybe 20 or 30 pages. The later 
years were getting more sophisticated. 

The physical ed girls from the university used to come down to 
our school to do some of the practical work and we went there. 

We didn’t get along too well. They didn’t like us and we didn't 



That was the first year it was integrated. They 
didn't know anything and we thought they didn't know 
They had a lot more theory and we had a lot more 
Several girls from our class stayed over at Willard 
to back to our school at Yonge. Before it was MES it 
There was also a theatre attached to it, if you 

the backway you get to backstage from behind the 
Obviously I explored and enjoyed the whole thing 
and spent all day yesterday just day dreaming. I haven’t kept 
in contact with too many people, being out here and far from 
Toronto .... 



1 ike them, 
thought we 
anything . 
pract i se . 

Hall, back 
was a YMCA. 
sneaked through 
swimming pool 



We live one mile north of Oliver on the highway and we are the 
original registered organic gardeners in Canada. This is quite a 
change. But because I have been in phys ed all my life, then you 
can walk up all over, up and down, all the. time without getting 
tired. We began in 1951. Harrowsmith had an article on us in 
1979, issue 76. It has some pictures and stuff and Jennifer 
Bennett and I were talking on the phone about like you and I are 
now. My husband died a couple of months ago now. But we are 
working as hard in gardening as I used to physical ed. They sort 
of tie together.... I just grow the stuff but I am not a very 
good cook. 

It is nice talking to you and there are some people who are alert 
enough to have their own memories. I will return the form, 
except there is not enough space. I will do it neatly. My 
address is Box 1177.... Eleanor Keyes, oh yes she had a 
beautiful grey winter coat.... The ones in my class were 
Brigden, Dunning, Edmunds, Fiebig, Glenwright, Hammill, Logie, 
Lowe, Lowman, McArel, Morrison, Proctor, Sinclair, Steenman, 
Sovereign. [What happened to Hurd, Keyes, Smith, and why Edmunds 
and Fiebig from the following year???] Those are the girls from 
the class. Can you imagine that after all these years. 

Bye . 






VI. With respect to your course work what are some of your worst 
memories? 



VII. What do you remember about the school's principal and board? 
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VIII. How do you think most student's paid for "their education at 
MES [summer jobs, parents paid....]? 

^ AjCudrMj&L, Jyj^ . , 

/hism A&JsP j&hl fat ' 

IX. In what ways have you kept in touch with alumnae of MES? 
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X. What kind of work / ve4-tm£e-e'r-' act i v i t ies did you do as a 
result of your education at MES? 
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XI. Did you pursue further education following MES? Where? 

Why? 
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XII. PERSONAL BACKGROUND: 
















H 



XIII 



Your year of birth: 1 9 }(p 

Your country of birth: C&dMlZ&Lz 



Country of mother’s birth: fa J/i/i S'/# ^ 



Country of father's birth: 



When you entered MES what occupations did your parents 
have? 



Mother’s occupation: 



Sf Tj * ’ F ■ 

Father’s occupation: -J hMTUAy 

Where were you living before coming to MES? 



City 



Prov ince : 



J^. 



Country : 



G. Which school did you attend prior to entering MES? 
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What grade (level) did you complete at this school? J3_ 



What grade (level) did yc 
Was this a private or public school? 

If you married, which year did you first do so: 1 9 



Married to: (name) 






/ 

Occupation of husband when married: .^7? 



I: .^71 



Would you be interested in receiving a copy of my 
abstract when I complete my study? / 



Could you list other addresses than from the class of 39, and 41, 
or do you know of MES students who have passed on? 
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Name 
604-537-5026 
Today's date: 



Graduation year 19 36 



August 16 



1991 



I. Why did you choose to study at MES? 

Because I was keen on athletics when I went to Branksome 
Hall. And I just liked sports. Also, I wanted to go into 
nursing but was too young at the then, now I am far too old. 
I lived in Toronto and I think it was the only Phys Ed 
school at that time. 



II. What alternatives did you consider? 



III. What are some of your fondest memories of being a student at 




MES? 

-.r 1 ' 

Very nice class mates. Enjoying what we were doing.... I 
was not in residence. I found out that being in residence 
in nursing that lasting friendships are made and living in 
residence you really experience that closeness of fellow 
students that you don't have as day pupils. 

What are some of your worst memories of being a student at 
MES? 
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None whatever. It was a delightful two year course. Lots 
of action, and good friends. I believe it is part of 
Toronto University now. 

With respect to your course work what are some of your 
fondest memories? 

Several of the instructors I knew from Camp Tanamakoon. 

They were counsellors there. When we went to Camp 
Tanamakoon in September that was part of the course. I 
worked there after MES. I went to camp for 13 years as a 
camper as a young kid and eventually as a counsellor. There 
are some girls that meet the first monday of every month in 
Toronto over lunch as ex-Tanamakoon people. If there was 
ever any strong bond of feeling for an organization it was 
Camp Tanamakoon summer camps. About 15 to 20 of them. You 
could speak to my sister, /Mrs. Charles W. Powell, 30 Brwtidon 
Road. Her name is Qwenetn Sinclair. She would be a good 
one to talk to. It is real 1 y amazing. They all enjoy each 
other's company and really have a strong feeling for 
camp.... I went to camp for a number of years for just a 
month. Later for two months. As a counsellor for two 
months. I guess you got paid something - you got room and 
board and a little extra. About the women that meet for 
lunch - they went to the same restaurant at Yonge and St. 
Clair and they were asked to find another place because they 
were singing old camp songs - they were to rowdy for the 
lunch crowd. They were all oldies and they keep in touch. 



Dorothy Jackson, I can see her in my mind’s eye. She was a 
very active person. She was very exact - you did things 
right or you didn’t do them - in gymnastics. She was also a 
counsellor at Camp Tanamakoon. She might have been in 
res idence . 

VI. With respect to your course work what are some of your worst 
memories? 



VII. What do you remember about the school’s principal and board? 

[Somersl She always wanted us to sit up straight. She had 
a funny little expression she used to have. She’ Id say “Sit 
in your pants." I am not sure what that meant. Maybe not 
sitting on our back. 

VIII. How do you think most student’s paid for their education at 
MES [summer jobs, parents paid....!? 

Parents . 

IX. In what ways have you kept in touch with alumnae of MES? 

Well I talked with my sister in law, and am still in touch 
periodically with one or two that were in our class. Baabs 
is a year a head of me. Joyce Jarvis was a senior when I 
was a Junior, she was a cousin of mine. 

Elizabeth Jarvis Johnston [F.W.! 

92 Cheritan Ave 
Toronto, Ontario 
1937. She would be a good one to talk to. She is a great 
talker and very knowledgeable.... It has been a long time. 

I know Leona Seagram Clarke is deceased, and my sister in 
law Baabs Osburn. She was married, but definitely was 
related to the Seagrams people [Seagrams distilleries!. She 
was also a gold medallist in her year. 

X. What kind of work / vol unteer activities did you do as a 
result of your education at MES? 

Anyway, it was a two year course, and then I taught at A1 
Macoters and St. Alberts in Brantford [this was not clear on 
tape! and then I went in training. I ended up as an RN... 

XI. Did you pursue further education following MES? Where? 

Why? 

See X. 
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XII. PERSONAL BACKGROUND: 

A. Your year of birth: 19 16 

B. Your country of birth: Canada Toronto 

C. Country of mother's birth: Canada 

D. Country of father's birth: Canada 

E. When you entered MES what occupations did your parents 
have? 

Mother's occupation: died when I was born and she 

went to Haverga 1 College but did not have any job 

Father's occupation: construction company - pr esident 

but things did not go well after crash 

F. Where were you living before coming to MES? 

City: Tor onto 

Province: ontar i o Country: Canada 

G. Which school did you attend prior to entering MES? 

Branksome Hall 

What grade (level) did you complete at this school? 1 3 
Was this a private or public school? or i vate 

H. If you married, which year did you first do so: 19 47 

In the meantime I went overseas as a nurse 

Married to: (name) W.F. Osburn _____ 

Occupation of husband when married: in the army - we 

met in Germany - came back and worked for Canada 
Permanent T rust for 30 some years. 



Would you be interested in receiving a copy of my 
abstract when I complete my study? I would be very 
happy to 
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The Margaret Eaton School Digital Collection is a not-for-profit 
resource created in 2014-2015 to assist scholars, researchers, 
educators, and students to discover the Margaret Eaton School 
archives housed in the Peter Turkstra Library at Redeemer University 
College. Copyright of the digital images is the property of Redeemer 
University College, Ancaster, Canada and the images may not be 
copied or emailed to multiple sites without the copyright holder's 
express written permission. However, users may print, download, or 
email digital images for individual non-commercial use. To learn 
more about this project or to search the digital collection, go to 
http://libguides.redeemer.ca/mes. 




